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Natire’s my weapon ; but I’m too discreet, 
To run aemuck and tilt at all I meet: 





FRESH ATTACK UPON THE LIBERTY OF THE 
PRESS. 
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‘This is the age of exquiry. It will produce the age of reason. 


r 


l‘ortunately for our cause, our enemies are as foolish as they 
we base. They have not the common discretion to heep their 


wwn counsel, and to be silent on the subject of their own mis- 


fs. Phey will not suffer the principles to sleep, which must 


1Pet 


werthrow them, if called into action. Nothing is so useful to 


It is the furnace that. tries and | 
The M. 


‘p, one of the few count ry prints devoted to the cuuse of ra- 


truth, as opposition. its valne, 
¥ 


's dresh Justre to its purity. 


ANCHESTER OBSER- 
lical reform, has attracted the angry attention of the Atiorney- 
(;eneral: and Mr. Manx Wanopb.ue, the Editor and proprietor 


— 


se iected a a proper per s0n on WNW ho: n to try the levitimate 


reasoulng of dungeon cloquence. His offence is the publication 


—_—— 


ian article upon the “ Constitution,” which does not place it 


y a me , z . P. .s 
“admirable” a point of view, as to 


and 


officio information was deemed the best reply that could be 


uite so “ enviable,” or 
+}, 


€ purposes of the vermin that live upon its abuses ; 
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nade to its indiscreet and offensive deference to truth. Mir. 


Wardle has pleaded not cuilty to the crime charged upon him. 
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1819, 


| T only wear it in a land of Hectors, 


| Thieves, supereargoes, sharpers, and directors 4— Pope, 
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‘to our owu affairs: bat ere 





acd 4 i. ’ ’ 
mG the trial is expected to take place at Lancaster, at thie | 
as@es in Aucust next. 

le prosecution of ep/nica is at all tines ridiculos aad inf 


ee ) hg ? 
the tocis of lire 


to 


Me everles ca : . 
hugiand one might have imagined, svstem had |i 


‘cen enough of its dangerous conseqnences have carefully} 


edings. They 
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avon q@ apy recurrence to these vindictive proc 


table 
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») ‘yy> hur } , . i 
m burried on by some uncecoun 
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impulse to that revolu-| 
on ther afiect to dread, and which they accelerate by the vers 
means adopted to prevent the catastrophe. ‘The enemies of rea- | 
svn can only be overthrown Dy the development of reason ; and | 
‘nat development can only take place by the conilicts of opinion 
produced by foreing men to sit in judgement upon the opinions 
tT their fellows. The trial of Mr. Carlile will create ten thou- 
id deists; and the persecution of Mr. Wardle, if. it proceed, 


may create ten thousand republicans in a portion of the king. | 





dom, where the fears of the uinisters see too many alread s. 


oO 





Too much information on such a subject, cannot possibly by 
When a jury is called upon to pronounce any opinion, 


any series of reasoning not to be tolerated, 


civen. 
dangerous, or 
ought to beable to assign some strong grounds for its verdict. 
We shall therefore copy the essay in question, and most earnes!'y 
call upon every man who may be placed as a Juryman upon the 
wnd to ascertain a: 
tar as possible, It 


would not follow, that the author would be blameable, were the 


trial, to weigh deliberately every sentence, 


the truth or falsehood of the conclusions. 


positions incorrect ; for the best mayerr, and the mght of com 
municating all our thoughts, is a common natural rigat, whether 


those thoughts be erroneous, or otherwise. But where the ¢rei/ 
of the doctrines are evident, and self-demonstraiive, where n> 
ingennity can gainsay, no sophistry disprove them, it is the imps? 
wanton spirit of persecution alone that can call for vindictive 
punishment, because the follies and vices of its patrons are ex- 


ored 
bUPSS . 


tee 


The objectionable essay appeared ta the Manchester ODse 


ver of the 19th of last December, and is couched in the fojlos- 


ing taney 


CR ° 2 
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The Queen has passed quietly to the tomb of all the Cay 


lets, and her memory will searcely outlive the shortened period 


assigned for the inoekery of mourning, We may now return. 


we do so, it may be as well to 


pause, and to enquire how the human race came to be tne 


burthen winel thev have ever beer 
liged the earth with its attendant 


igure does that empire assuine, 


silly slaves, 


since monarcaH kk 
hia ut omtemptble 


wiidd beasts of 
eve. 3 


Wine, 


etends to held its welfare on the being of ene man, wheth« 
wise or foolish. sane or mosane, honest or villainous, rast: « 
obstinate ! and the more so, when it commits liseli witho. 
the ys We of payin te the wll of ONe?, WHO, boast 
the circumstance of being burn to a crown, might have tow 
it dificult to live es the use ofa spade. Monarely OF itse 3 
is so creat on evil, that it bes been the boast of our best w 


ters. that our ancestors had provided it with two bridles, tas 
of the nobles, and the House of Conimons, tp 
. 4° ? : 
representaiton ol ae people. . 4 
as! i whi the evil, which monirechy had been teuod 
than correcied by the adc. 


arist t racy 


burlesene gine,  shireweb. ¢ 
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eNONEE, 


rathe r 


to be, was not abolished, 

tion of two palliatives. The value of monarchw, as of every 
thing else, must consist In its pure state, To add ony 
thing to monarchy, was to destroy its promptitude and energy 


oY monarch falls to the 


Suy, faviriss re 


- / ’ ” q 


of ac thon, without which the utility 
eround, ‘Phe abuses of monarchy, tat is to 














prodigality, unnecessary splendour, and profligate expenditure 
of the public wealth—these, the real evils of monarchy, are 
only to be removed by removing its existence. Where kings 
ure posessed of sufficient power, they arrive at the means of 
ihese evils by mere force ; but where their power is limited, 
they still arrive at them by indirect means. When two, or 
more forces are opposed to each other, the strongest will pre- 
vail; and where monarchy is allowed even to exist, all the evils 
of monarchy will be entailed upon the people. Au enormous 
civil fist will ensue—endless useless places and unmerited pen- 
sions will be bestowed—extravagant debts will be incurred and 
discharged —pavilions will be built, and pulled down again, 
and re-built—and the public wealth fooled away in all the 
srumpery that eaprice can invent, in the continually idle hours 
of onmeaning royalty. 

‘The aristocracy, instead of being any check to the expendi- 
ture of the throne, must always be subservient to its VIEWS ; 
raore especially where the power of making noblemen is vested 
iu the wearer of the bauble called a crown. If the existing 
nobles were adverse to any measure, it would be only to create 
u regiment of new peers from his pautry, or his hall, and the 
monarch could outvote the malcontents; and even, ia their 
names, and by their authority, enact whatever he pleased, at 
their expence. The nobles have no means of preserving them- 
selves, but by every complaisance to the crown; and instead of 
being any check to the court, an aristocracy is always the most 
servile ‘erred to any superior authority. Noblemen are mostly 
wealthy, lazy, ignorant animals, who are obliged to support 
things as they are; because in a state of things as they ought 
te be, they would lose all their importance. In states where 
a real aristocracy exists, the case is somewhat differeht There 
it would have many mischiefs, but here it can have no virtues. 
Here all seems to be needless or mischevious. The people 
are always disregarded, ‘and the crown always supported. If 
the upper house have any care beyond that of acting as the 
regular and obedient committee of the ministers, it is “only to 
secure 1's privileges, and the personal immunities of its mem- 
bers. ‘The epithet applied to it some years since of the hos. 
pilal of incurables is pe culiarly felicitous. It is the very charac- 
ter of its inantty, its pride and its insignificancy. It is the refuge 
of prostituted talent, when driven by popular indignation 
from the pandemonium below; and the theatre of titled im- 
becility and bereditary folly. Were it not constantly recruited 
by the meretricious talent of the dower house, in new criati- 
ons by the crown, to reward treason against the people, there 
would not be found a peer in the seuate who possessed the 
semblance of ability. ‘Lhe here ditary legislators would only 
hand down folly and vanity from generation to gereration; 
and sink at last into the oblivion of absolute idiotism. So 
much for the value of an hereditary chamber! Of the House 
of Commons, that other precious check upon the abuses of 
the court, nothing need be said. It isthe mere market of what 
talent and Virtue may accidentally find its way there; and after 
having maintained thie sickly character of a “prude, for a cen 
tury after the revolution, it has now become the professed 
cpurtezan, the unblushing prostitute of every administration. 
Would the Devil condescend to be the minister of Great Brit- 
ain, he would find a House of Commous perfectly in unison 
with all his views. The establishment. of the Pitt system, 
which means “to buy all the taleat, and io corrupt all the 
virtue it can meet with,” has prevented the necessity of any 
further comment upon that receptable of, unblushing . adven- 
turers in the field of political infamy. Having thus ascer- 


tained that the House of Commons is not a corrective of the 
tyils of monarchy—that the aristocracy cannot be such a cor- 
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rective, it remains, that if monarchy exists in England, it 
must exist without any check to its abuses.” 

It is something singular, while PAiINe’s ReGHTs OF Man 
are constantly on open sale in London, without the Attorney 
General daring to interfere, even by a threat, that it should 
have been deemed advisable to persecute similar opinions in 
the country. Is the metropolis grown too wise, for the mqut- 
sitorial spirit of the administration; and do the ministry ima- 
gine they have more chance of success in their designs upon 
the liberty of the press, amid the ignorance which they expect 
to find in country juries? The “experiment has succeeded 
with them in one or two instances but the bow may break it 
it be strained too far. The management that procured the 
Deiby juries, and the juries against Johnstone, Bagguley, and 
Drummoud, may not always be in tune. Those who are illie- 
rate may learn to be honest; and those who affected to be ig- 
norant, may prove more wise than they are supposed to be. 
Intellect of late has made rapid advances, and the country may 
secon rival the metropolis in its sense of ministerial baseness. 
The harangue of the Attorney General against Mr. Wariile 
may be easily anticipated. Tt will be a mere parrot like repe- 
tition of all the dislike which attorney Generals are hired 
suppress, because their inasters detest it. No matter the argu: 
ment, or wit of the publications, they dislike it, with these tuey 
have nothing to do; nor will they enter into the merits of the 
question. The exposure of guilt, or folly is a most dangereus 
practice, because it has a tendency to bring guilt anit folly 
into contempt and disrespect—and that te guilt and folls, 
must be dangerous, 


This is all the plea ever urged against a libel, by au officer ot 
the crown ; and the whole proceedings in cases of libel, are of 
the same complexion, The law of libel, if that may be callec 
law, whieh is an ontvage upon reason, is only designed to pro 
tect official knaves, at the expence of the simplicity of weil- 
meaning, but credulous men. Borrowed from the Star-charm- 
ber, the custom is as hateful as its origin; and as unjust as if’ is 
hateful. No honest man ever yet gave It countenance, or ap 
pealed to its protection ; and the system that wants its support 
ought to be abolished. 


Originally the indictments charged the selected victim of des 
pousun with having published, a fa/se, scandatous wicked, mali- 
cious, and seditious libel. Nowa libel is a little book and to 
publish a false, scandalous, malicious, and seditious little book 
might be an offence, for which the parties aggrieved might find 
redress at common law, by an action for defamation ; bat thes 
would then be compelled to prove that the libel, or little eo 
was really false, scandalous, malicious, seditious, &e. The lat 
ter epithets follow only as consequences of the test. Ifa pubh- 

cation be false, it must be scandalous, it may be malicious os 
seditious. All the averments however ought to be proved, be- 
tore any verdict is found ; for a fa/se accusation ought to vitiate 
the indictment. The defendants in cases of libel having always 
insisted on the truth of their doctrines, aud tendered proof of 
such truth, it became necessary to alter the wording of the in- 
dictments ; aud the word false was omitted. Phis was remov- 
ing in fact the substance and basis of the charge of gurfz, The 
motives of men are often inscrutable by any human power; and 
it is necessary to rely in many cases on presumptive e-htence. 
But if the druth of a libel, or little book be admiite?, wow is at 
to be proved, scandalous, malicious, &c. Prove the bi ok Pulse 
and you have presumtive evidence that it is scandalous aud 
malicious. St is then for the accused ta demoustrate his inuo 
cence, admitting his error; for even falsehood may be publish- 
ed without crime privided the publisher were not aware of 
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the error of his opinions, But in the face of its truth, to pro-| establishing @ mere monarchy! This was so far from their 
younce any publication criminal, is a doctrine that could only _contempbation, that they always struggled against it, either with 
obtain currency in an English court, where the administration aris, or argument. When Charles asserted his monarchy by 
of the political law is at variance with every principle of reason. | divine right, their honest vengeance led him to expiate his crime 
France, thanks to her revolution, begins to disclaim these, upon the scaffold; und when James asserted Ins right to gover 
outrages upou common sense ; and while our ministers are em- independent of their will, and against their sense of reason, they 
poying every art to stifle the freedom of their country, and to/ dismissed the senseless bigot trom the throne, aud elected bis 
destvov the liberty of the press, the French Ministers are espous-' successor. ‘Cheir right of election yet remains unimpaired. 
ing the ceuse of both, and advocating with force and effect, the Even Mr. Fox was honest and bold enough to confess, that the 
progress of opinion. The French KEEPER of the SEALs, an! people hada right to cashier their rwers; to go up to a prince, 
officer equal in rank to our Lowp CHANCELLGR, though not and to say to him “ We have no further need of thee!" Who 
quite so exerbitantly paid for his devotion to existing abuses, on | then shall dare to tell us that England is a monarchy, by the 
a cuestion, whether the truth should or should not be allowed | spirit of the Constitution 2 And if it be a monarchy agains 
to tee spoken of public functionaries, and prevailing sysiems, no- | ¢het spirit, our duty is similar to that of our ancestors. 
hiy contended “ that truth ought to be allowed to be publicly If the full blessings of the freedom intended for us by our 
spoken, and proved in courts of justice.” The King’s Bence!) brave aucestors are not ours, it is our business to demand out 
uzay startle at this doctrine; and cail it revolutionary and dan- | birthright, and to expose and) punish the knaves who have 
verous. ‘The court should remember that rerolufions have 2, defrauded us. The essay is question Is an enquiry mito the 
yeneral tendency to introduce drudA, and it is sometimes petter ‘state of our affairs—a demoustration that the balance ts lost, °° 
to suffer truth to introduce itself, The ceremony is much less! it ever exisied, and that something else is wanting to restore the 
painful to established authorities, though probably not a whil exquilibrium. Whatis there cerdpinad iu thiy? The moths 
lare cating away the titles -of our estates, and it i criminal to 


wore agreendle, | } 
To the molhs probably it may, but why 


it was our intention to have gone jato a more minute exatai-| brash them off? 
uttion of the essay Which forms the suvject of the present prose. | Should we regard them. What clann lave they on us? that we 
cution: but is is difficult to ascertain in what part of it hes the; endanger our welfare for their suppert? ‘The cuferpular miclit 
criminalitv. tis a political dissertation upon the acknowledged | as weil insist epon the plant he devours, und call ita hardshrn 
abuses Of vur systein. ‘The POS LOis aie suuple aud definite. | to be displaced. “The repiile might as well seek to recover 
Mone chy cs ak evel, This bia be considered as the fet, damages, from the foot that crushes tt, us the moths and vermic 
wid the arguinent tollows. “The Attorney-General nev proba. | of the system to claim the privilege of destroying untuolested 
Ui Albis uphinged in our system of politics. The naporiant per 


} ! . aero . 7 is ’ ; e 
by reply tine monarchy ‘snot an evtl, Not to hun, in all! 
probability. Such annals like mouvalrchies weil enough, Their soneges W ko strut before us in the robes of authorily, are Only 


trade Is to prowibit truth, avd repress reason; and monarchs | the images of power. Like the hings and queens of a country 
Hindigg truth and reason its greatest enemies, emplovs Attorney-| theatre, their majesties and mightiuesses tremble at the nod of 
(ienerals, in their vocation, to put them down. Attormey-Ge | the unseen manacer behind. “Phe secret power that misrules 
nerals are the too!s of despotisia, the fit: instruaients of tyiatmiy. | Us is only felt. The boroughmongers, to whom we are but 
te bired advocates of any cuuse, the purchased punders of iy | Vassal slaves, will not condeseend to indulge Us with a dispiay 
pricctiles, that may need their assistance. To truth thes are | of their tricks in public. “Vie real drame is performed betind 
tue nature! onemies, as owls are the enemies of tight. That thes | the curtain. Weare only entertained: with farce wend pant 
shonid deferd monarchy, is therefore bat ratioual in them. But | mime. . 

bingland ts mot @ monarchy, Vie Attorney-General will sas To state this. is @ crime of encrmous magniluc: and the 
itsa limited monarchy. Theitse. Bata limited monarely, is} boroughmougers Go not the to be brought forward. “Phe 
candy pr@ 


Vv 


note monarchy, anv more tha: haifa potatoe ts a potatoe,| prefer palling the wires belind, aud furnishing out 9 ¢ 
Butthere ¢s mot, at least there cxokt mod to be so munch mo-} cession of hings, princes, fords and commoners, as large as life, 
varehy im Rnelaud, as there is of 2 potatoe lathe halt; for ourtand possessing all the fuvetious end qualities of lite, but the: 
ronsttution is omy ore third movarchiul: and it is therefore | sunple one cfutility. Yeiweare to reverence the pretty thing, 
bey More am mate hy, than ane tisared of “ pol woe ib a polaloe | Ana hil trath Wwe ile reverence them We huzza aud ge 
itis, oritis said to be, a miaed covestament, in which monarehy | wheneser they appear in public. We follow their git eartiices 
oueht hot ro predomisal ——sti}i Jess eusziitii tu be absolute a ( with admiration. And aie as aisious £0 ect a clinpse ofthe 
lisse’, . Poweet creahbes, as if they tere ofa diftere nt speck S, Wo are 
ftasus meorreet ta eal ita monarchy, as to call ita republic, : | leased as if we did wot pay tov the procession, aud it wee 


or en aristocracy. Our aneesteis wanted the eheryy of otexhibited omy for onr aumpement. Oh, whata vlorn iS Cuts 


ler . ! ? } : 7 . eatede ast cat Gs a0 380 nagAts ar £ua 
hing, the Sprenaoul ef an anotocracy, aud the indepenee hee ty stitution is ours! We ony adanve, and pd. athe Was NHC a5 ty 


ar , ee 1 ! ° ’ , : ic likw : stad xe , 
bepuuicauisin, ubited i one system thal sheuld combine their please ; but We oust not ecamtine at. Tt is hwe an eld wor 
: d .' ° we es — } ' ‘ 7 : ? Af: oe oo } 
HVARTaces aL loavoil their evils. Phe idea was an excellent peaton etnioesity, that will rot bear fowchkores—or The those 
SIT TRT TTY, arg ,. ] : 7 ‘ 1s en er : ares aye asocitetaRy exis ) 
OTT), 628) i ct served to succeed s put et was iLaap SpO1e, AUGVAaAn | bodies, With alter a buat of eeres are accine rttusy PX edd to 
'y - , “ M “¥e . ‘ b ] , ‘ . of . ’ . i" ’ , j ss . oa 
laves ail qd disads tage S are &¢> Did imucU ik} all eat Yall apa balre air, ond appear quite }* rect w birt if tire mir2el rit he { upot 
, j *, 
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Uret it ts MMPOSSOE CO VOI the latter ta the pitrsth ad thie hae i, ties livink into a heap of ushes, Plien comes the 
, ¢ * \, atte 


lf vigle? r | Vif yhHev Cseneral: ond selaing the Culp of pebse' vite Ib, Ue f:| 
forces the cor ous cnauirer 
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former, Dr. Jobusou led not them written ai 

truth, that “ono man can fill bis cup at once trom the mouth! the bitter misture to the brim, an 

ind frown the source of the rill; but itis so clear (iat even one) to drink it for his reward. Mas even-handed justice return 

rough aucestors might have perceived the conclusion. ‘They the chalice to Tits own tip; and, a Bittish Ju yin 

“id not however; and they have left te au meolercnt mass, from | inform the servant of the tinisters, that it ds not oudy im the 
} } , 


Wiich itis our business to extract the gems, and }metropolis, that truth tany be frecly spoken ‘ef t 
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MR, W. T. SHERWIN. 


The repeated falsehoods of Mr. Sherwin render him unwor* 
thy of any replication, but to denounce him, in his recent 
uttack on the Editor, as a deliberate slanderer. With 
sich a man to hold any controversy would be to degrade 
wrgument, and insult reason. A proposition was first made to 
hin, to satisfy even his own friends, that he had published an 
unfounded statement ; as the assertion of one individual, and the 
denial of another, must he considered equivalent. By a pre- 
tended ignorance of the meaning of the proposition, he replied 
the Editor might name the parties, to decide the question; 
secompanying this reply with fresh falsehoods. 
were named, to prevent further evasion, and those parties were 
the persons whose names he had used to sanction his untruths ; 


and ‘he does not consider himself bound to attend to such an | 


‘“ appointment; but he is ready to meet hin and them at any 
‘‘ hour, and place he may think proper!” adding another false- 
hood to the gross account. Why «act have named time and 
place, and left the parties to speak fo: Whi these 
pitiful attempts to prejudge a question, and to falsify the facts ? 
The publication of Clio Rickman’s Life of Paine, will demon- 
strate the falsehoods of his having received any communication 
from the Editor of the Dwarf. ‘Yo shew the liberality of Mr. 
Sherwin, and what motives have prompted him; the followme 
correspondence between him and Mr. Rickman is inserted. 


hoemselves? 


Mr. Sherwin, 
[ shall be obliged if you will insert the private letter 
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you must be well aware that the denial of a charge is not 
refutation. As for the publication of your life at this particu- 
lar time, I regard it as a most dishonorable act ; for certainly 
if any one has a right to gain any thing by such a work, it is 
those who have run the risk of disseminating the writings ot 
Mr. Paine. This is not my opinion alone; it :s the opinion of 
many cthers, and will eventually be that of the public. In 
publishing your work now, you are endeavouriug to gratify 
your avarice at any expence, and I wish you all the satisfaction 
you can find in such il gotten gains. 
Iam, Sir, 
vour obedient Servant, 
, W. T. SHERWIN 


~~ 








MEANS OF CHECKING ‘THE SYSTEM. 


ee} 





As our miseries and oppressions are inflicted on 
us by the tyrannical gang, which have usurped the power to 
rule as their own dark and selfish wills dictate; it may not be 
altogether useless, to point out one way, amongst the few which 
imight be developed, effectually to resist their oppressions. And, 
as the object is seen, which forms one of the most powerful 
mediums of extending, and upholding, that despotism which 
will eventually, if we bend submissively to it, lay us prostrate in 
the dust: it becomes the duty of every man, who feels in any 
| degree that iron hand, to stand upon his guard ; and if possible 
}ward off the blow, The tyrants know, and every man knows, 
| without that stimulating cause, money, their power and their 
| influence would soon languish and die, They also well know, 





I wrote to you, on the 2tst of April, as I know of no better! thar without the free circulation of the false and tattered 
geply to the matter which alludes to me in your Register) pledges denominated money, their tyranny aud dominion would 
of the 25th.—That these rumours will develope themselves | he in danger of being extinguished. Itis like the blood in the 
soon f have no doubt, but whether they do or do not, T have) human body, if any cause. impede its circulation, the whole 


stated the exact truth. 
Your's, 
Crio RICKMAN. 
April 27th, 1819. 
THE PRIVATE 


LETTER. 


Sir, 

I finished my life of Mr. PAINE a little time afte” 
his death, which was nearly ten years ago, and have not added 
any matter to it since, nor ever received any documents, or 
remittances of information about him, from that time to this, 
either from AMERICA, or elsewere; nor did I ever see any 
accounts of him transmitted from thence. I hope both our 


lives of Mr. ParNeé& will spread his fame, and promote the! 


promulgation of his writings. a 
Your’s, 
Ciio RICKMAN. 


April 2st, 1819. 


- ~+--—----—= 


MR. SHERWIN’S REPLY. 


-_— 


Saville Street, 29th April, 1819. 
Sir, 


As I am not disposed to assist in giving currency to 
the work which you say you are about to publish, I must decline 
inserting your note in the Register, this Is the only object that 
you can have in wishing it to be published in the Register, for 


frame suffers in proportion to the obstruction. Hence the 
mighty stir and bustle amongst the privileged set, in their den of 
consultation, respecting the resumption of cash payments. 
‘Yet can any one believe that they in reality wish for 
any such thing? Oh no: not they indeed! It is merely 
“ talk for talk sake’? Pay in cash ONLY ! then down goes the 
Boroughmongers ! “ pay but in cash,” then the army is dis- 
banded! ** pass no more acts to protect the Bank,’ then anni- 
hilate taxation! at least three-fourths of it. But indeed, it 
would be of little consequence what taxes were laid on, Por 
they would be merely nominal. ‘To obtain them would he au 
impossibility. They would, to the great joy of all honest men, 
die a natural death. But to leave oti digressions, and return to 
the subject I intended to adhere to. Letus look round, and 
reflect little what is the state of feeling amongst the majority 
of the nation, as it respects taxation! How many are there, that 
mty the overgrown demand willingly! How many are there 
who could conscientiously evade paying (the greatest partat 
least,) if evasion were possible? And Low many more would 
not pay a tythe of what they are now obliged to pay, if they 
were not compelled by force or fear? and who are checked in 
resisting, only because they perceive individual resistance would 
be little less than madness? Dividing the nation into eight 
yarts, let us then see how the case stands. Five-eighths I think, 
will hardly comprise those who would not pay more than one- 
tenth of what they now have to bear; and would resist any 
further demand by every human means, if they conceived thei 
example would be universally followed. The next class, one- 
eighth may include them: and one-eighth more, probably, will 
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syelude the first mentioned division. There remains then, one- 
eighth more, who are the receivers of taxation, or at least, whose 
very existence depends on it in one way or other. If the bo- 
rough dealers should determine to support the system to the 
jast extremity ; how will the weak and feeble resist the predomi- 
nating numbers of the strong and resolute! Stimulated to 
resistance by oppression, aud led on by desperation! bearing 
down all impediments, and like the impetuous torrent of a mighty 
river, sweeping all before its course to the ocean of eternity! 
And what are the qualifications requisite to bring into action the 
overwhelming multitude? What is there requisite, but a deter- 
mined unanimity to resist oppression ? 

Sut acting on the same principles, measures less violent, 
and equally efficacious, may be resorted to. I mean, that 
every man, who wishes to see tyranny destroyed, should deter- 
mine to send the taxgatherer from his door! Should resolve by 
every means in his power (short of violence) to resist the demand ! 
Oh! but then they will seize your goods and chuttics! very well, 
let them seize away then! But they must seize my neighbour's 
property likewise ; and who will purchase the goods so seized! 
Is there one ina thousand has a soul so base, as for-any pecuniary 
recompence, to act In so infamous a manner? [ should hope 
not. ‘Towhat a dilemma then would the reality of this supposed 
ease, reduce the system? Hundreds, no doubt, would be sent 
fo prison; but as the sume sentence would have to be executed 
on tens of thousands, by what means could it be effected? It 
probably never may be realized, But should it ever take place, 
who is there with any pretensions to patriotism, that would 
refuse to contribute every means within his power to remunerate 
those victims of the law? It is truc, their sufferings might be 
severe; but they would not be of Jong continuance, and they 
would have the satisfaction in reflectisg, that they were suffer- 
ing for the emancipation of their tel!low countrymen, and the | 
destruction of tyranny. Some of the privileged orders, are} 
again uttering the voice of lamentation. Hew feelingly they 
deplore the circulation of the « cheap political tracts!’ With 
what dreadful forebodings do they anticipate the effects it will 
produce on the minds of the oppressed part of the community ; 
by shewing them the source from whence the greatest part ‘of 
temporal miseries originate. Licentious -- blasphemous—dia- 
holical! with every other term fear or ingenuity can bring to 
assist in the decorating of their ‘* tales of lamentation,” are 
scattered with an unsparing hand. Write nothing detrimental | 
ty pensioners or priests, and write whatever obscenity your 
imaginations can dictate! Only touch not on politics, “except 
to extol things as they are, and you restin safety and security! 

I reniain, dear Sir, . 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





Your’s &c, 


73. 





DEFENCE OF THE PAPER SYSTEM. 





Mr. Editor, 

Lam quite confounded with the conflicting opinions 
ef the political writers of the day, and being a very loyal 
member of society, I shall be most happy if I can be a 
means of bringing about a coincidence of opinion. How can 
Mr. Cobbett or you, with many other scriblers, think of dif- 
fering from Stuart, Perry, Walter and Dr. Slop? Can you 
fairly doubt such oracles of wisdom, such men of experience 
‘0 political economy; who are old enough in state matters to 
be your grandfathers? What presumption! You surely can- 





not for one moment seriously disbelieve their doctrines, men 
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grown grey in the study of the nations weal: and yet I do 
perceive you are not a member of their political creed. 

You doubt the ability of the Bank to redeem its paper 
promises in gold, but do you not know it is entirely owing to 
their being restrained by acts of the ‘* wise men of Sf. Stephens” 
the men who passed the indemnity bills for those pious cliris- 
tian hearted souls, Sidmouth, Oliver, Castlereagh, Canning, 
and Co. You surely do not doubt their wisdom? The Bank 
Directors tell us how very anxious they are to release the gold 
from the embargo laid upon it, were they not restrained; if if 
were only for their services in thining the population of the 
Country, they are I conceive entitled not only to belief but re- 
spect. ‘Then there is the inconvenience Mr. Editor, of lugging 
such lots of weighty metal as would replace their broken pro- 
inises; to a person like you enjoying the friendship of the 


| Attorney General, and for aught E know the Chief Justice also, 


you must feel it an hardship, with your pocket like a pair of 
panniers in the company of such exquisites; why rail then 
about broken promises, when you fully perceive the convenience 
of these things. The very flattering condition of the country, 
described by those best competent, from their continual inter- 
eourse with leading men in it; puts it beyond a doubt that 
there are few natives in it whose pockets are not stuiled with 
paper promises ! how flattering such reports are to a loyal mai 
like me, and yet you do not believe them? “no such thing as 
distress” to be met with in this happy country, “ trade tlou 
rishing,” “agriculture decked in blooming prospects,” ‘ inerea- 
sing revenues!” “monied men everburthened with Bank notes ’ 
which they would not know how to dispose of but for the 
sheer kindness of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Not 
that he can possibly want the money; of mo! Pure kindness 
Mr. Editor, take the Doctors word for it; he only wishes to 
have it for fear of future wants! "Phe artisans and peasents 
we find putting their shilling and sixpeitees into saving Banks, 
to be metamorphosed into papier Marche wluch will be kinds 
taken care of by the aforesaid Chancellor no doubt; Chance! 
lors like to take care of other peoples money; the lord Chan- 
celor I perceive, by indubitable statements, has taken 33,000 
000 of the people’s money kindly under his protection! Who 
could wish to leave such a happy Jand as this! What ran 
subjects those must be that are scampering off to America ? 
cargo of straight waistcoats tor the use of the Presideut on then 
arrival Lam inclined to believe would be a grand speculation 
(vive me your opinion at your leisure) Mr. Cobbett shall hay 
one of an improved construction, Only think of his telling 
the folks before they set off not to bring Bank Notes wih 
them; as if Jonathan did not like the smell of a Bank Note; 
this talking about the ‘tap, tap” before the falling ef the 
“sledge hammer’ upon tie edifice has, | understand, affict- 
ed some of the directors with shivering fits; they ought to be 
furnished with a straight waistcoat gratis! as nobody doubts 
these flattering accounts, except you, Mr. Cobbett, and a tew 
others, who see through a false medium; L purpose doing 
myself the honor of furnishing you with a pair of patent spec- 
tacles, and make interest with the Chancellor of the Exche 
quer to ball your hand* with a little soft paper, when [ have 
no doubt you will be able to see through a millstone as wel! 
as Dr. Slop, aud 
Your most obedient Servant, 

SLIGO, 

Upper Smith Street, Northampton 
Square, 30th April, 1819. 





* Rub the ball of your hand. 
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LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 





a 

From the Black Dwarf in London to the Yellow Bonze at 
Japan. 

PROPOSED SALE OF THE LIVE AND DEAD STOCK OF 


JOHN BULL, A BANKRUPT 


The distresses and embarrassments of this country engage 


murh of my attention. I am somewhat indebted to it, and 
would willingly return part of the obligation, by assisting its 
efforts at relief. But, in truth my good friend, John Bull, 
has played the silly spendthrift so long, that it is not easy to 
remove his bad habits. What he has done he thinks a sufficient 
reason, for what he does, or what he may do. Accustomed to 
pay, he habitually feels in his pocket for his cash; and when ke 
Kids none, he is much distressed at his inability, but never thinks 
“bout enquuing whether the debt be really due, 

All his personal property, and ready money is now gone ; 
vod a set of impudent varlets, called the Governor aud Com- 
pany of the Bank of England, who have tent him the use of a 
parcel of rags which they have forced him to call cash, now 
fel him that all tis real property, lands, houses, aud all, 
mortgaged to them, und the fundholders for upwards of etzht 
hune ls ed millions, of money advanced and speut in his service. 
J>un says in vain that he never saw any of the money so ad- 
ver authorised any ore to borrow on his 


vanced; that he ne 


accouat:—that it has vever been spent 1o prov note his interest, 


fo hem now hi amuch werse condition than he was ever iu bis 
iia Uetore,; and that his pockets have been emptied besides of 


a dhoncand iniliions mere, ia the shape of taxation; besides 


‘e fythes, and the poor rates, and the county rates, and the 
which have rated him out of all reason, and 
When Jobn talks in 


3ut if Sppression maketh 


devil cates besides, 
vat of all means of subsistence to boot. 
, they 


cven a wise nan mad, what is to be exy ected to result from 


eye wey tell him he ts med. 


hunger and oppression to bout, operating upon a mind not 


more than usually strone. For extraordinary wisdom, it must 


oe confessed, is not among the failings of friend Bull, 


What 


te can netther advance, nor recede. 


the poor tellow isto do, he is uta loss to deterniine. 
If ofle; 


vilo wants fo run away from 


he to go back- 


; q ’ 
ards, he 1» culled | sulky fusca, 


ies kind-hearted creditors, and defraud them of their due; and 
trey have posted a line of bayenets behind his breech, to prick 
His 
aivi he has nothing but thistles te eat, as ke moves ou with tris 
boud ot debt and hener, and dungeons, and glory, and whigs, 
aud vesignation, My heurt sickens atthe threadbare aud bure- 
froted bei ing, as he hobbles, Jogued on by the state, madden by 


hin up to lis duty. path onward is strewed with thorns, 


tire priest, aud oceasionally belaboured by the learned proies- 
sors of the law, with ali their hands in fis pocket t 
eneats them of nothing 


QO see that he 
Ll ain almost teuyted to wish, that 
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some good-hearted physician would step into the aid of divinity 
and law, and settle the matter in a trice. 

Poor John Bull! How he sighs at the recollection of the 
days when his plump carcase could hardly be seated in his arm 
chair— when his rosv cheeks and fat pauch excited the envy of 
his neighbours; and his new cloaks wore their first gloss on 
every holliday. What havoc he made of sirloins and plumb. 
puddi ings! What a well-lined purse ! What present happiness, 
and brilliant prospects were once the lot of the poor emaciated 
fellow, who now pale and squalid, sick at heart, and wretched 
in appearance, crawls about the streets, not even like the sha- 
dow of his former self! 

The worst pert of the story is, that his keepers say that he 
is mad—and Lave sued out a commission of lunacy ag ainst hie 
They tell him he is in possession of immense wealth and innu- 
merable riches—that his dedts aie his profits—that his bare 
ribs improve bis health, by facilitating excrcise—that his empty 
pockets are the very emb lems of his hap »piness, as he can h: ave 
no care on bis mind ; and that his “ venerable institutions,’ 
are beyond all price! 

A tho ught occurs to me, that may be of service to the poor 
fellow. To act honestly by his ereditors, as they cail them. 
selves, is but a duty; and although John says he can owe them 
nothing, as he never authorised any one to borrow their money 
on his account, yet are they entitled to some consider ration, z 
they have advanced the sums to some persons who called them. 
selves the servants of John Ball. Ti bev add further, though th 
have got no bills, or bonds, from Joh 1 Buil, they ‘can Shes a. 
receipt of his said servants for the disposal of the meney te bis 
advantage. They say, but for thein, all the “ venerable insti- 
tutions ” of the couniry would have been abolished-—-that the 
 establishinent ” would have been destroyed ; and the system; 
in all its parts, have fidlen into a dilap dated ruin! Allowing 
this to be true, the creditors of Mr. Gull, have then a very cleus 
richt to ALL which their money has contributed to preseryo 
John begins to think these pers have been preserved at much 
too dear a rate—that they might have heen better lost for hirn, 
as it would have been che aper to hiave purchased a net 
Bat he has no rik ght to CHOY them at the e: pence of stint 26 
ple; and as he is neither able nor willing to pay f 


Set. 
ior : 
hin give them up to his creditors, to make what the 
them! The creditors cannot ie Fase to take tic mm, fer 
coulisual y asserting that they are of incaleghable worth— J 
no nation ever possess dany thing of half their value, and that 
Mr. Bull is the most ungrateful fellow in ihe wor! Id, 


{ 
Lecin, see 
Cin Gof 


y 
the vo owe 


not = by iy 
his debts, and be satistied that he bus made a most profitable 
bargaia. Ile savsthe reverse —but there is no a count: g fer 


x 


ta-te ji these matters 5 so the things had better be 
thoce who chanee to value them. 


1 would therefore advise Mr. 


rR4 n +, 
wiven to 


T>..! WN . 2 5 
Bull to call a meetire of bis 


creditors: and make the propesition to thein, to teke the who e 
svstem of his bands m tien of the money which they bave 
pledged in its support. This would be strictly honourable ; 


for Mir. Ball used no arts to induce them to lend wore money 
upon the Church and state than the articles were fairly worth, 
if they have advanced more toan their value, they onght to take 
the consequences of their ov want of roe They will not, 
however, allow that they bave advanced set even a tenth posi 
of their value, 1 Dr. Slop or the . eurter may be believed; and 
of their verve itv there has never been any doubt. If the thins 
are disposed of by private contract, these genUemen aay be tie 
appraisers and brokers; an th if the creditors will be catisted 
with their valuation, Were willbe cueneh, and tospare for ioem 
ali, 


ais 
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Some of the creditors, being anxious for good bargains, may 
object to this arrangement, and preter a sale by auc ‘tion of the 
wiany valuatle Cots, that no partiality may be shewn to the 
purchasers. In such case, I would reeommend that the sale 
showld be conducted by Mesirs. Canning and Castlereagh, with 
Mr. Vaasittart for principal clerk, and the Quarterly Reviewers 
tu attend as puffers af the auction. But as these centle inen are 
part of the lots to be disposed of as a portion of the property 
of Mr. Bull; and as they cannot decently knock down them- 
selves, T have no objection to assume the ‘pulpit for a quarter 
vf an hour, to do (hat service to the estate. 

I anticipate from this scheme, the total relief of my friend 
‘rom his present embarrassments ; for when I look upon the 
catalogue of his remaining effects. Tam quite sure there is 
enough to stock the world With such articles; and though to- 
tally useless to him, they are of a very marketable quality, both 
at home 2nd absoad, 

The colonies are much in want of many of the items that 
will compose the catalogue. Botany Bay, ‘for instance, where 
so much ‘depravity exisis, would probably buy a bishop or 
two and a proportionate number of clergymen, at any price. 
Some few lawyers have been sent there as presents; but the 
dishonesty that still prevails there, would enable the state 
suctioneers to sell a few of the learned profession, to advan- 
tage, The nations who know nothing of the ight of Chris- 
tianity would eagerly buy up the priesthood. ‘The Dex of 
Algiers might suit bunse!f with his cabinet. ‘Phe Toquisition 
eg bid high tor my friend Sidmouth, and his friend Oliver, 

Castles, and the ienaes and Solicitor General. It is uutor- 
tonate that Lord Ellenborough has passed the Styx; or he 
would have been a most valuable lot, for the said holy tribu- 
al. Itmust however comtent itself with one of less value; 


as it may rest satisfied that in ne other part of the universe. 


can it get so well sutted as by Mr. Bull. ‘Phe most valuable 
articles Un the catalogue will be, of course, the illustrious 
personages, who have heads quite fitted for crowns, and hands 
quite ready to hold sceptres. Mr. Bull’s stock of these is nu- 
tuerous. Tuey are rather hobby-horses with him ; 
accident fo the race afHicts him sorely. 





But handsome ani-| 


tem. Whata competition will there be to obtain these digui 
taries! The most learned, and most pious, and most able 
men inthe world! What a fine opportunity for a scramble 
among the ignorant and illiterate, to obtain men who are able 
to teach them every thing, and render them wiser and bette; 
every liour. It will pam friend Bull, doubtlessly, to part 
with so many invaluable jewels; but as they have given bin 
the benefit of their talents, so long, it is probable they have 
rendered him as good and wise, as they can; and it is a pity 
to monopolize so much useful taleut as theirs tor the bene. 
fit of a single country. 

The lawyers coine next as a body to be disposed of, aud ne 
doubt will fetch a most enormous price; as they are certain), 
the best ofthe breed, and all‘in high condition. The nnombcr 
is beyond calculation, and it will be as well to dispose of then: 
all; as like indigenus weeds, they spring up after every showe: 
of prosperity in this climate of litigation. 

Tite lords and ladies whio belong to the sti ife poornerise, 
and thus become part of the prope rty of Mr. Bull, are articles 
of iittle value individually; but their numbers will in some 
measure atone for the paucity of their worth. Thev will 
make excellent lying valets, pimps, chambermaids, and mil- 
liners apprentices, Some of the stoutest of the men may be 
sold for coal-porters and scavengers —-some of the most healthy 
ladies will do for fish-women, and oyster wenches; and thie 
contribute to the advantage of society im @ more innportant 
sphere, than their old occupations. 

All the lordlings and apprentice statesmen, the supernumery 
masters of the pension list, the marine society may purchase « 
yart—the master chimney-sweepers another, since the bill tor 
abolishing the use of climbing boys is lost. 

Several lots will be invaluable as curiosities, though of ne 
great use. Among those are ‘a curious model of filral piety,’ 
to be seen at Windsor. This engine performs all the duties of 
a son by act of Parliament, and only costs ten thousand a yea: 
to heep itin vepair. As filial piety is rather an extraordinary 


) Ung in this age, there may be a smart contest among wealthy 
and any | heirs eager to inhe rit, who shall be fortunate enough to possess 


this machine. An excellent cutter out, and seve ral t new p% afterns 


nia's are someiinies expensive; and keeping more than it is likely | of regimentals, of his own invention, would be an ac misition to 


he will ever waut, as borne rather heavily upon his finances. 
Sot but the animels are well worth any sum; but having no 


work for them, and still being obliged in point of honor lo} g 
heep them in good condition, is not the way to thrive in the |in Belvidera ; and the bulk of another house, after 
Oo | selection of its principal ornaments, might do equally well for 


S 
world, A farmer with more live stock, than provender, 


business, will never make beth ends meet. 


| any tailor in Boud Street, 


The mass of one house, after some 


exquisitely brilliant lots are disposed of, might be a good bar 


maui for a country manager to perform the Venetian Senators 
the like 


ithe friends of Macheath i the Beggar's “Ope ra. There wall be 


The world may be therefore supplicd with sovereigns at the ja variety of other theatrical lots, and particularly of dresses foe 


epproaching sale: and the United States will do well to reserve | every character in the dramatis 
The generous Norman, who once | 


sue mecase of accident. 
offered to govern them at a moderate rate, isnow ceads and 
it the decay of royalty, which the “two penny trash” is likely 
to brig about, they may be at last left unprovided with a legi 


timate scion to envrafi on the rugged crab-stock of their re pub- recover his healthy looks, and his athletie strength 


ean government. Nay L would recommend to all the stales, 
to become purchasers, that they may have a monarch to bless 
their posterity ; and to take away their reproach among. the 
aduions of the earth. 
Cushion without ornaments. 
end what is a cushion without fringe. 1 know what the repub- | 
“scan wil answer, it is as good and much cheaper, but use and 
economy are vulear vir iuice. 





s persone of the whote diaima ; 
with many curious properiies, not hitherto suspected to exist. 
The produce of the sale will, Tam confident Hquidate the en- 
lire debts of the nation, and dissipate the gloom that hangs 
about my friend, when he is told of his msolvency. 
of form, 
and be again bly tine and cheerful as he was wontto be, before 
tlie monster taxation infringed upon his comforts. [t will be 
necessary to observe that the lots should be cleared aways with 


Without a king, what is a state but ajad/ faulls, aud that vo. errer in description should vitiate ae 
‘Tbe fringe, the fringe is wanting; | sale ; but a reasonable cempensation be made to Mr. Bull, 


should the aiticles turn ont more valuable than there is at ; re- 


sent reason to apprehend. 
Oue curious lot, viz. the Governor and Compa uy of the Bank 


The next article of value are the bench of bishops; then’ of England is particularly recommended as far superior in value 


follow the Lords temporal, and the commoners, 
an latacal who are considered as the orpaments of the sys- | 


clerical te the Indian Jugglers, or the jugglers of any other nation, 
Though thay cannot trausmute tren into gold, they can ture . 


We will. 


— 


a a ~~ = t 
eee le ee 
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gold into paper; and they have the art of making a whole peo- 
ple call this paper money, and give for il their goods and their 
fabour. They would be a valuable acquisition to any poten- 
tate whose coffers are exhausted ; but the purchaser of this lot 
must also purchase the standing army, which may be wanted 
occasionally to open the eyes of the people to the full value of 
the notes. 

[ff can but relieve Mr. Bull from the pressure of his debts, 
[ have no doubt but the stamina of his constitution is good, and 
that he will ultimately recover : but as no skill can minister to 
“a mind deceased,” tlle debts must be got rid of, before he 
can think of comfort. Pray for my snecess, and believe me 
sts 

Your friend and well wishier, 


THE BLACK DWARF. 








BOROUGH! FOR SALE. 


—_—_____ ° 


‘To be sold or exchanged, the valuable property and patron- 
aze of this borough, together with the necessary appendages 
recorder and mayor, the former although an irritable subject, 
is vseful and perfect master of the business, and as the latter is 
culy exlibited at elections, his docile tractable disposition makes 
him of some importance.—The estates are of various descrip- 
fron, land, houses, freehold and college, holding and ancient 
iyundations, wheu tie premises have been allowed to go into 
rem, to prevent the trouble arising from unruly tenants—like- 
wise the fee simple of others where the houses are let on leases 
©, {coi one to ten thousand years, consequently entitles the 
ovner of the freehold to a vote and the faggots made from the 
same at the last election will be included in the purchase. 

Phis property ts worth the immediate attention of any whole- 
sae or retail dealer in seats at the honorable louse, an has 
loon singularly profitable to the present proprietor and his 


aneestors wito have had uncontrolled possession of the return of 


(he piembers since 1740—and whose only reason for disposing 


of (he same is his dislike to the inhabitants who have lately 


dared to think aud act for themselves. 
lor further particulars apply to the “ Hampshire Tndepen- 
dent Club,’ Black Swan Winchester. 
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Newcastle upon Tyne, April 27, 1819, 
A canting hired preacher of this town has just pub- 
hahed akind of spiritual barometer, which he calls a CAKDIO- 
roietioge, cad signs with the Hebrew initials of hisname. From 
Saint rises to Heaven, and = the sinner sinks down into 
a}, © Admission to Church Union,” and * zeal for Mission- 
ary fabours,” ure great and certain indications ef election: but 
‘love of gay company, singing songs, attending the theatres,and 
}rcism privately admitted,” are degrees of dawning wickedness 
iat verge upon eternal perdition. As such dangerous quacks 
as the writer of thts sacred T’est labour to poison our most in- 
nocent enjoyments, embitter the cup of life, and break our spi- 
riiy beneath the load of spiritual and political oppression, f 
Ibink thew insiduous atiempts should be exposed, have, there- 
fore, m the following lines, amused myself at the expence of 
this Professor of tashionable Evangelicism, who would convert 
rational piety tanto a spectes of stupid and gloomy superstition, 
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THE CARDIOMETER. 


A POEM. 


‘s Mark that Priest; do you see how he leers !—A lying elder ;— 
the true cast of a haly juggler ;—a patent hypocrite, that ickes 
i 


pay to forge lies, and lives by the sins of the oe a 
Es. 





In this age of wonders, when human invention 
To matchless performances call the attention, 
Many things are contrived that make ignorance stare, 
Which move on the water, the earth—iu the air:— 
The new dandy hobby, or walking machine-a, 
Balloons to bring Bonaparte home from Ieclena, 
New coaches and whirlegigs made with creat skill, 
And grim Death kept at distance by Boerhave’s Red Pils. 
But before in my catalogue I get too far on, 
Let me not omit here to mention great Warren, 
That famous inventor, who's constantly clacking 
About the superlative gloss of his blacking. 
Great Solomon, too, I may venture te mention. 
Fam'd Israelite, of a lucky invention, 
Who found out the art to draw from money-hoarders 
Their cash, though he seldom removes their disorders. 
But all these inventors to me appear silly, 
Compared to our wonderful parson PenGinty, 
Who's made a new SCALE for the use of all living. 
Which measures the distance from nev. unto HEAVEN ! 
From the place where you start, or to soar or to sink, 
On this scale you may readily know in a blink, 
If to Heaven's bright mansions you're bearing away, 
Or to Hell's pit descending, for Satan a prey. 
As the skill'd navigator, who plows the wide seas 
By quadrant and compass can tell the degrees, 
Where’er on the ocean he happens to roam, 
He knows the true distance from port, or from home : 
So this scale, like the compass vhich stands North and son: 
Directs you the way to steer clear of Hell’s mouth, 
That yawning Charybdis, which clerical wit 
Ycleps a deep abyss, or bottomless pit ; 
The place where proud princes, great statesmen, and quacs a 
Have to carry the devils about on their backs ; 
And where many a priest, for some rascally trick, 
Is chain’d to the bellows to blow for Old Nick. 
Although the poor Devil, the clergy abuse, 
Where he once destroy’d they mighi—go without shoves. 
While they live, through his highness, they've luck te go 
cheer— 
When they die, he perhaps may provide for them there 
As it frequently happens that some wicked elf 
For others a trap makes that catches himseil, 
In point of true merit, Pengilly may fail, 
And he ——— to eternity—by his own seale. 
Whea his Lectures he gave on Divine Revelations, 
He doom'd to destruction whole Catholic nations ; 
While he shew'd, by his scale, that the Pope was a w—-~ 
He forgot not to mention—the plate at the door 
Each mind-circumseribing, each knavish, slech pres’, 
The last to give alms, but the first at a feasi ; 
Must have his soul purg’d of the humours of sin, 
Ere holy Saint Peter will usher him in. 
Let those who would aim at the mansion of bliss 
Lead a virtuous life, and they'll surely not miss ; 
And sincerely 1 hope it shall never be my lot 
To hazard my soul with this plumb-puddin pilot. 
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